Why are Leap Years Used?
Use the following link to answer each of the questions below:

http://www.timeanddate.com/date/leapyear.html
1.  What is the date of the next leap year?
2.  What is “leap year”? What month does leap year affect?

3.  How many days does a leap year have?

4.  What is the name of the calendar system most modern countries use?

 5.  Name the three rules that decide the years that leap years will fall on:


a. 


b.


c.

6.  What year, in which leap year occurred, was special because of the third rule being applied?

7.  What is the only rule for leap year according to the Julian Calendar system?


a.

8.  Why is leap year needed?

9.  What is the vernal equinox?
10.  What is a tropical year?


a.  About how long is it?

11.  What is the error that occurs hen using a 365 day calendar?


a.  What effect will this have 100 years down the road?


b.  What is the most desirable situation?

12.  Is there a perfect calendar? Why?

13.  Fill in the chart below on the 4 different types of calendars that have been used:


Name


Introduced

Ave. Year

Error

14.  Name 3 other leap year facts:

